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SUBJ: BOTSWANA'S CURRENT VIEWS ON SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR NOV 29, MINISTER OP STATE 
POR EXTERNAL APPAIRS MOGWE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT IAN SMITH 
WAS BEING MORE PORTHCOMING ON THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM AND THAT 
A SOLUTION MAY BE POUND SOON. MOGWE RECALLED STATEMENT ON 
NOV 1 1 IN WHICH SMITH INDICATED TIME HAD COME TO FIND SOLU- 
TION TO PROBLEM. HE SAID HIS REPRESENTED A RADICAL DEPAR- 
TURE PROM PREVIOUS STATEMENTS BY SMITH. HE THOUGHT THE SOUTH 
APRICANS WERE HAVING SOME INPLUENCE. 

2. MOGWE PELT THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OP SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE 
PROM RHODESIA WOULD ENCOURAGE SMITH TO BE EVEN MORE PORTH- 
COMING. IN HIS VIEW THE SOUTH APRICAN ARGUMENT THAT THEIR 
SECURITY PORCES WERE IN RHODESIA TO PREVENT INPILTRATORS 
PROM ENTERING SOUTH APRICA WAS NONSENSE. HE SAID THE ONLY 
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OMIC FILED. 

3. MOGWE SAID THAT IF AN ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION COULD BE FOUND 
TO THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM, THE GOB WOULD BE PREPARED TO JOIN 
OTHER OAU STATES IN URGING THE TERRORISTS TO LAY DOWN THEIR 
ARMS. 

4. MOGWE ALSO SAW THE LACK OF A CONSENSUS AMONG ANC, ZAPU 
AND ZANU AS A MAJOR OBSTACLE IN FINDING A SOLUTION IN RHODE- 
SIA. HE SAID BOTSWANA WAS PREPARED TO WORK WITH THEM IN AN 
EEFORT TO HELP THEM DEVELOP A UNITED POSITION. 

5. MOGWE SEEMED UNUSUALLY OPTIMISTIC. HE EXPRESSED THE VIEW 
THAT A TRANSITIONAL RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT INCLUDING BLACK LEA- 
DERS SHOULD BE FORMED AS THE NEXT STEP. SUBSEQUENTLY NATIO- 
NAL ELECTIONS COULD BE HELD. 

6. MOGWE NOTED THAT CALLAHAN WAS SCHEDULED TO VISIT BOTS- 
WANA IN NEAR FURTURE AND THAT SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFEAIRS 
TIBONE HAS DEPARTED FOR LONDON FOR ADDITIONAL TALKS ON RHODESIA 
AND OTHER SOUTHERN AFRICAN MATTERS. 

7. COMMENT: MOGWE VOLUNTEERED THAT EASUM HAD SHOWN UNUSUAL 
GRASP OF SUBTLETIES OF SOUTHERN AERICAN PROBLEMS DURING HIS 
VISIT TO BOTSWANA AND IN HIS PRESS STATEMENTS AND INTERVIEWS 
DURING HIS TRIPS AROUND SOUTHERN AFRICA. HE SAID THAT THE 
LEXINGTON SPEECH WOULD BE HELPFUL DEALING WITH SOUTHERN AF- 
RICAN PROBLEMS. 
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